
 

Online Services:  Series on Discipleship 

5 Palm Sunday 

 Matthew 21:1-11 

 Speaker:  Ps. Andrew 

 Online celebration of the Lord’s Supper  
  

10 Good Friday (Father forgive them) 

 Luke 23:34 

 Speaker:  Ps. Andrew 
   

12 The Empty Tomb   

 John 20:1-8 

 Speaker: Ps. Andrew 
 

19 Abraham Tested 

 Genesis 22 

 Speaker: Ps. Andrew 

26 Joseph’s Dreams  

 Genesis 37 

 Speaker: Ps. Mohe 

 We are now online… All meetings are conducted 
via Zoom.  Online services are still held at 10 PM 
each Sunday.  Message outline and study 
questions are posted in the church website.  

Church Prayer meeting via Zoom: 7pm on  Apr 7. 
  Church Membership meeting via Zoom—after 

the online service on 14 April . 
 

APR 2020 

Happy Birthday Greetings to ...     

Announcements ... 

20 Prayers to Pray During This Pandemic    
(Excerpt from Christianity Today)  

The crisis is urgent, and I feel powerless. But perhaps feeling 

small is the best reminder to pray. Prayer is how we actively 

practice believing, so simply, so confidently, that God has the 

whole world in his hands. It’s where we “let petitions and 

praises shape our worries into prayers, letting God know our 

concerns” (Phil. 4:6–7, The Message). Prayer is never the last 

resort of God’s people. It is our first point of action. 

With that in mind, I’ve put together a list of 20 prayers to pray 

during this pandemic. Each one addresses the specific needs 

of a specific community. I’m fortunate to be a part of a church 

with many medical professionals, some of whom gave me 

advice on how best to pray for them at this time. I’ve included 

their responses here. I’ve also tried to think broadly about how 

the rest of us are impacted by the current crisis. 

This list isn’t comprehensive, of course, but it’s a good place 

to start. My hope is that it can provide words for us as we pray 

collectively (if also virtually!) as a church body. We believe 

there is a God who bends his ear to listen, and so we pray: 

1. For the sick and infected: God, heal and help. Sustain 

bodies and spirits. Contain the spread of infection. 

2. For our vulnerable populations: God, protect our elderly 

and those suffering from chronic disease. Provide for the 

poor, especially the uninsured. 

3. For the young and the strong: God, give them the 

necessary caution to keep them from unwittingly spreading 

this disease. Inspire them to help. 

4. For our local, state, and federal governments: God, help 

our elected officials as they allocate the necessary resources 

for combatting this pandemic. Help them to provide more 

tests. 

Please check out our 
website for more details: 
www.punchbowlbaptist 

church.org.au  
Please email us at: 

punchbowl.church@gmail.
com 

 

5. For our scientific community, leading the charge to understand the 

disease and communicate its gravity: God, give them knowledge, 

wisdom, and a persuasive voice. 

6. For the media, committed to providing up-to-date information: God, 

help them to communicate with appropriate seriousness without causing 

panic. 

7. For consumers of media, looking to be well-informed: God, help us find 

the most helpful local information to equip us to be good neighbors. Keep 

us from anxiety and panic, and enable us to implement the recommended 

strategies, even at a cost to ourselves. 

8. For those with mental health challenges who feel isolated, anxious, 

and helpless: God, provide them every necessary support. 

9. For the homeless, unable to practice the protocols of social distancing 

in the shelter system: Protect them from disease, and provide isolation 

shelters in every city. — Continued on other page. 

1 September 2019 

16th Allan D. 

28th Jerrome V. 

24th Lynecee P. 

16th Eanne D    13th Isaac D 

7th Willie G.  

13th Elsa U. 

Happy Wedding Anniversary to ...    

 

  

 

16th Jay and Charity V. 

22nd Ken and Krystle A. 

27th Julius and Dally G. 



Pastor’s Corner 

Easter - a matter of perspective  
 
A couple of years ago I was listening to the radio on the way home 
from work and the announcer asked the question for people to ring 
in with their perspective on what Easter meant to them. There were 
various perspectives with one lady excited that she didn’t need to 
drive around Sydney for four days.  
 
When Jesus was crucified there were a number of people observing. 
There were of course those who sneered and rejected him. These 
people are the same today, not interested in things of faith, and can 
be very derogatory towards Christians and God himself. For these 
people Easter is a chance for a self-indulgent holiday with no 
interest in Jesus as all.   
 
There are those however, who have a level of belief but not do 
anything with it. They may attend the Easter services and are 
respectful of the Christian church but not much more. In  Luke we 
read: The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and 
said, “Surely this was a righteous man (Luke 23:47) . The centurion 
was significantly impacted by the events and especially the way 
Jesus died. He recognised him as a righteous man. However, we are 
not told whether he was a man of faith and in fact most likely got 
caught up in the moment as do many people in events such as 
funerals or attend evangelistic activities. However, sadly never 
actually go the step of claiming Jesus as Lord and Saviour. They 
know about him but don’t actually know him. For these people they 
are aware of Easter but not really interested in Jesus personally or 
the significance of the Easter celebrations.  Then there are those 
who Luke tells us knew him.   But all those who knew him, 
including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a 
distance, watching these things (Luke 23:49). Like those who knew 
him then, we who are children of God and disciples of Jesus, 
celebrate the significance of Easter and what it means to us. Jesus is 
our Lord and Saviour.  
 
As we celebrate this Easter and the wonderful and loving sacrifice 
of our Lord and Saviour  may we be sure to witness to non-believers 
through our attendance at services (online) and our testimony, when 
possible, to those who may not have the correct perspective of 
Jesus, being careful not to treat the event as a self-indulgent holiday.  

Easter really is a matter of perspective.   
 
God Bless 
Pastor Andrew  
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Prayer Points 

 Pray that our discipleship journey especially at 
these difficult times is honoring to God and more 
on reflecting Christlikeness to people around. 

 Pray as we have more time due to quarantine —
that we may all join in  Ps Andrew’s daily Bible 
readings — to meditate on it and apply the 
scripture truths in our life.  

 Pray for our online Worship services that it may 
equip and attract  visitors.   

 Pray for our Zoom times of prayer meetings and 
bible studies — that we may encourage one 
another.   

 Pray that as we anticipate Christ’s coming that 
we may be on fire in creative ways to obey the 
Great Commission.  

 Pray for the Pastor Search Committee as they 
start the pastor call process.    

 Pray for the items suggested in the article at the 
back page in light of the Corona virus pandemic.  

 Pray for those who have health issues — for 
Maicy’s Mum and Dad, Nanay Zeny, Kingsley, 
Elizabeth, Kuya Boy, Maria and Segun.  

 Pray for those who have lost their jobs or stood 
down temporarily — for financial provisions.  

 Pray for the churches meeting in our place like 
the  Niuekklesia, Emmanuel Faith Ministries and 
the Arabic Church; that God will build these 
churches as beacons of God’s light.  

 Pray for our children as they have their Sunday 
School lessons at home led by their parents. 

 Pray for the basic ministries continuing in Cabiao 
Norte Church  and Gapan Hope Church  — they 
are doing their meetings  through  home group 
contexts. Please pray also for the families 
affected by the lockdown who don’t have means 
to buy food as they cannot work.  

 Pray for online campus ministries and remote 
mentoring done by Maicy and her teams in 
PowertoChange. 

 
 
Sunday School Announcement: 
Krystle has some suggestions for the kids to do at home for 
this period — may we ask the parents to please 

20 Prayers to Pray… Continued from the other page. 
10. For international travelers stuck in foreign countries: 
God, help them return home safely and quickly. 
11. For Christian missionaries throughout the world, 
especially in areas with high rates of infection: God, provide 
them with words of hope, and equip them to love and serve 
those around them. 
12. For workers in a variety of industries facing layoffs and 
financial hardship: God, keep them from panic, and inspire 
your church to generously support them. 
13. For families with young children at home for the 
foreseeable future: God, help mothers and fathers to 
partner together creatively for the care and flourishing of 
their children. For single mothers and fathers, grow their 
networks of support. 
14. For parents who cannot stay home from work but must 
find care for their children: God, present them with creative 
solutions. 
15. For those in need of regular therapies and treatments 
that must now be postponed: God, help them to stay patient 
and positive. 
16. For business leaders making difficult decisions that 
affect the lives of their employees: God, give these women 
and men wisdom, and help them to lead self-sacrificially. 
17. For pastors and church leaders faced with the 
challenges of social distancing: God, help them to creatively 
imagine how to pastor their congregants and love their 
cities well. 
18. For college and university students, whose courses of 
study are changing, whose placements are cancelled, 
whose graduation is uncertain: God, show them that while 
life is uncertain, their trust is in you. 
19. For Christians in every neighborhood, community, and 
city: May your Holy Spirit inspire us to pray, to give, to love, 
to serve, and to proclaim the gospel, that the name of Jesus 
Christ might be glorified around the world. 
20. For frontline health care workers, we thank you for their 
vocational call to serve us.  
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